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1. PROJECT SUMMARY

Discovering Bromborough was a Heritage Lottery Fund (HLF) supported community archaeology
project conducted by Big Heage C.I.C. over a two year period. Excavation took place betwéden 24
May and 3% August 2013 and ¥2July and 2% November 2014. The project was primarily a test
pitting exercise focused on the core of Bromborough Village Wirral, UK (NGR: SJ2356Bj1Rfty

test pits were excavated supported by geophysical survey in residential and business premises and on

open public land.

The 2013 project demonstrated that the core of Bromborough village was seemingly lightly occupied
until at least the 1 century. It recovered the first evidence of Roman ceramics found in the village
but only in small quantities. It also unearthed the first piece of early medieval ceramic evidence in the
form of a sherd of 10-11™ century Stamford Ware. Numerous ceramicrgsedating from the 18-

16" centuries demonstrate that the village reached its peak in tHecEhtury before an apparent
decline. Revival did not take place until thé"I®ntury, where numerous evidence was found for
KFEFoAGEFGA2Y ¢ AoteKRe14, cukeSultgcbrifiimedIng @i@rpr@ation whilst expanding

the distribution of the test pits to better understand the extent of the village development

This report documents the results of the 2013 and 2014 excavation season.



2. INTRODCTION

Discovering Bromborough was a Heritage Lottery Fund (HLF) supported community archaeology
project conducted by Big Heritage C.1.C. over a two year period. Excavation took place betiveen 24
May and 3% August 2013 and I2July and 2% November 2Q4. The project was primarily a test
pitting exercise focused on the core of Bromborough Village. Fifty test pits were excavated supported

by geophysical survey in residential and business premises and on open public land.

The workforce consisted of locablunteers from the Bromborough area, peagtaduate students
from the University of Chester and Big Heritage staff who supervised the excavation. Volunteers also

undertook the initial posexcavation process: cleaning, sorting and bagging the bulk and famdal

The aim of the project was to use the heritage otttlement to bring a communityloser together,
provide training for volunteers in a number of activities ageheratenew information about the

character and development difie village in @ understudied area of the Wirral.

3. SITE DESCRIPTION

3.1. Overview

Bromborough is now a largely suburban village in Wirral, with a mixture of private and social housing
combined with a large industrial estate. The community consists of a diverse demograptiotimix,

in terms of age, socieconomic status and educational background and it sits within a broader zone
that contains one of the widest gaps in life expectancy in the UK at over 11.6 years. There is also a

growing community of migrant workers largely asisded with the industrial zones of the area.

Bromborough (under Eastham) was formally one of the largest Saxon estates in Cheshire, second
only to Chester in terms of wealth and held by Earl Edwin. Whilst this evidence suggests that
Bromborough was oncetdeast of regional importance, the early history of the village is poorly
understood. Evidence for Saxon occupation is limited to sculptural evidence anehpliaes, whilst

earlier activity is limited to stray artefact finds. Indeed, there is a surgyisiok of historic evidence

for postconquest Bromborough, and both Bromborough Courthouse amisaheld by the
monastery of StWerburgh lack the usual documentary records that would shed light on
.NRYO2NRdzZAKQa T2 MNbedyy5a dzLJ dzyiAf GKS wmrT



3.2. Locatim

Bromborough village is located on the eastern side of the Wirral Peninsula in the metropolitan county
of MerseysidgNGR: SJ 34771 8235R)is situated on the primary eastern road route through the
Wirral, the A41, and is approximately 1km west of Mersey Estuary. The village core is largely
surrounded by urban dwellings and industrial estates. To the west of Bromborough, open pasture

predominates.
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Figurel: Location of the township of Bromborough within the MetropolitamdBgh of Wirral, in Merseyside, England.

The core of the village is centred on St Barnabas church with the two main roads, The Rake and
Mark Rake, aligned east to west to the north and south of the church. The historic core of

Bromborough is a conservati@mea (Wirral Council, 2013).



Bromborough Village Conservation Area
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Figure 2: Bromborough Village Conservation Area (Wirral Council 2013)




With the exception of the historic core, Bromborough residential buildings largely date to and after
GKS MdbonQad ¢KS GAff I hdf 1KF08, aslretorded L IEREDA céhsiisS  LI2 |

3.3. Geologyand Topography

The underlying solid geology of Bromborough village is comprised of two types of bedrock: to the
east,Chester Pebble Beds Formation predominates. To the west the bedrock is Wilmslistoba.

The change occurs approximately half way along The Rake. The superficial surface geology follows a
similar pattern: to the eastidal flat deposits, consisting of clay, silt and sand, cover the bediiark

the west the bedrock is covered by DeviamsTill (British Geological Survey, 2014). The topography

of the area consists of a lelying plain with sandstone ridges and outcrops (Natural England 2012,

5).

4. ARCHAEOLOGICAL AND HIST@EACKRGROUND

Tablel: Summary of Britisarchaeological periods and date ranges

Period Date Range
Palaeolithic 30,000¢ 10,000 BC
Mesolithic 10,000¢ 4,000 BC
Neolithic 4,000¢ 2,500 BC
Bronze Age 2,500¢ 700 BC
Iron Age 700 BQ; AD 43
RomanaeBritish AD 43¢ AD 410

Early Medieval

AD 410c AD 1066

Late Medieval

AD 1066 AD 1540

PostMedieval

AD 154(@; c1750

Industrial Period

cAD1750g 1901

Modern

Post1901

4.1. Prehistoric

The earliest evidence of human occupation in Wirral dates to the Mesolithic Period, with numerous

occasbnal finds combined with concentrations of surface scattered chert debitage at the northern
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end of the peninsular at Greasby and Thurstaston. It has been suggested that it is evidence of a base
camp that was revisited by huntgatherers (Cowell 1992; CoWand Ines 1994). The geographical
spread of Mesolithic flints suggests that huntgatherers were exploiting wetland and coastal areas

for hunting, fishing and possibly collection of flint/chert from beachiesl),

Within the parish of Bromborough, a bighic arrowhead was discovered in a garden at Croft
Avenue, and four prehistoric find spots were discovered prior to development at Cowpasture Wood
(NGR: SJ 353 824), although no evidence of settlement was revealed (LUAU 1994). Two additional
flints werefound within the grounds of Bromborough Courthouse and at Shore Field (S. Nicholson

pers comm).

Figure3: Example®f stray flint finds from Bromborough (illustration by S. Nicholson)

Evidence of settlement in Wirral during the Neolithic and Bronzeig&gere, but Bronze Age burial
vessels have been discovered at West Kirby and on nearby Hilbre Island with additional Bronze Age

and Iron Age settlement activity discovered during excavations in Irby (Philpott and Adams 2010).

4.2. Roman
Bromborough lies beteen the Roman fort of Deva (Chester) and the trading port of Meols, which
had trading links to the Roman world before, during and indeed after the military Roman occupation

of Britain. It is, therefore, surprising that Roman finds within Bromborough (aecheled Wirral as a

10



whole) are somewhat sparse. An Iron Age farmstead in Irby continues to be occupied throughout the
Roman period(Philpott and Adams 2010@nd casual coin loss is recorded throughout Wirral.
However, these are in no great concentration side of Meols, with only twaecorded coin

discoveries noteavithin the township of Bromborough.

4.3. Early Medieval
Wirral is first mentioned in the Anglo Saxon Chronicle for the year AVBi@B records that a group

2T 51 ySa 2 00dzLIA S Rraliwhioh R Galle® KIS & Rrédsxgsvantoa 19982 BB

The placename ofBromborough is likely to derive from the OE personal n&nennacombined

with OEburhmeaning a fortification (Dodgson 1972, 237). It is not césatowhat feature thismay

refer. Suggestions that Bromborough Court House may be a burh are based upon speculation as
212 aSR G2 Fyeé | NOKIFS2ft 23A q1993, 13NsLgeestianitBaikhO f ¢
placename elements may also refer to ecclesiastic enclosures paidhtially mean any earthwork

I NBdzyR {dG . FNYylFIolta OKdzZNOK Yl & KIgS 3IA0Sy NRAS

The church of St Barnabas provides thenmrarchaeological evidence for earlyedieval settlement

in Bromborough. The earliest known church on the site westrdyed in 1828, which was in turn
replaced by a larger church in 18@ailey201Q 52). It was duringthe construction of this larger
church that a cache of ¥B11" century stone sculpture was discovered amongst the early
foundations(Bailey 2010, 52 The number and quality of the carvings suggest that Bromborough
may have been the ecclesiastical centre of the larger estalsstifam whichwas held by Earl Edwin

in 1066.

In a broader context, the port of Meols continued to be an important traditegfer Wirral(Griffiths

2007, 399406), and the former Roman fort of Chester is mentioned asviasby Bede and re
founded as an Aethelflaediaourh and a key economic hub for the wider North WestAB 907
(Higham 1993, 107)Much of thecarved stone sculpture from Bromboroughis alsostylistically
connected to St John the Baptist church, formally a cathedral from the Norman period, in Chester
(Bailey 201052-7).

Whilst circumstantial, it is noteworthy that plageame specialists have argued that Brisorough

represents one of the leading contenders for the site of the Battle of Brunanburh of AD 937.

11



4.4. Medievd

A number of historic documents relating to Bromborough in the medieval period give us glimpses
into the postConquest fortunes of the aredocumentary evidencenotes the existence of a

W. NB Y0 2 NP dz3 Kn the A 3adeditucy? ala@h&Dtime it was part ofiS 2 SND dzZNAK Q& !
Chester.Edward | visited Bromborough in 12 franting a charter for a market in the village on St
Barnabas day. has long been assumed that he stayed at the courthouse. Howewdst the Close

Roll, Fine Roll and Patent Roll survive for that year and note Bromborough on the itinerary for the
12" and 13" of August, no reference to the courthouse or its surroundangd are made. The first
specific reference to the courthouse is made seven years later iArhales Cestriensighich states

K2¢ GKS o0dzAf RAY 3 AlsizNGg inan®& thauge ofi Bfomboroygh i Wiiral was

I OOARSY(lF ffe& 0dzNJt§ & al RIBE §Branforoagh Bocipty 2008 /4&he exact
location of the 18 century courthouse has never been proven archaeologically but it is thought that

it was situated in Bromborough Pool in close proximity to the recordeti dehtury courthose
RSY2ft AaKSR Ay (GKS mMdpcnQa 6F2N) Y2NBE AYyF2NNIGA2

l'd GKS GAYS 2F GKS RAaazftdziazy 2F {0 2 SNDdAdzZNHK
being leased by a John Grice, and he was allowed to remain tepdinéDean of Chester Cathedral.
Grice died in 1560, and his will included in his property sheep, cattle and corn grown on the estate

(Bromborough Society 2000, 4.

Throughout the 2013 test pitting season a large quantity df-18" century ceramic raterial was
recovered during test pitting. This focussed around the old core of the village: the church, rectory
and The Rake. This indicates that the village was very active during this period (Duckers, Kirton and
Paton 2014, 66).

4.5. PostMedieval

Historicrecords improve from the T7century onwards, as Bromborough became homewo hew

manor houses. The Coughdza S | & . NBYO2NRdzAK t22f 35 F2N)NSNI
Chester, was awarded to the Hardware family in 1594 by charter and BromborawHhall, also

known as the Upper Hall or Manor, which was constructed from 1619 onwards (Bromborough Society
2000, 46).

12



t NAOSQa /IyRfS ClIOG2NE o6mypnad |yR [ S@8eNJ . N
infrastructural investment into Bromtd®2 dz3 K ' yR ySkFNbe& t 2N {dzyf A 3IAK
being shipped out from Bromborough Pool. The Wirral Railway Company further advanced the

urbanisation of Bromborough in the late t @entury (Bromborough Society 2000,-5))

5. ARCHAEOLOGICAL OBVESTI

5.1. Aims
1 Bring the community together to explore their heritage, give them a wider understanding of
.NRPYO2NRddzZAKQa KA&aU02NEB gAGK  INBIFGSNI aSyas
71 Highlight how archaeology can be a unifying agent bringingwanity groups and individuals
together under a common goal.
1 Ensure that volunteers learn new archaeological skills, such as excavatiomexpasation
and recording.

1 Expand knowledge of the archaeological potential of Bromborough Village.

5.2. Objectives
Minimum of 320 volunteer hours.
Complete 4660 1m x 1m test pit excavations within Bromborough and its environs.

Involve volunteers in as many stages of the archaeological process as appropriate.

= =2 =/ =

Assess the archaeological potential of Bromborough Village.

5.3. Intended Outcomes
1 Improve public and academic understanding of the historic environment of the village and its
environs and the contribution this historic environment makes to a contemporary sense of
place.
1 Characterise and phase the development of Bronoligh Village and its environs.
1 Identify, if any, further avenues of investigation within Bromborough Village.

1 Foster a greater sense of community pride.

13



1 Leave an online legacy that will encourage the stgrtand participation in comparable

projects bothlocally and nationally.

6. METHODOLOGY

6.1. Rationale
Test pitting offers opportunities for reassessing medieval settlements and for generating information
regarding the origins, growth and change of settlements. Where present, they also provide data

regarding pevious activity on the site pertaining to earlier periods.

1m test pits have been successfully used on a variety of archaeological projects resulting in
meaningful data and contributing to the archaeological record of several currently occupied
settlements. The methods used were developed by the Shapwick Project in Somerset in the 1990s
(Gerrard and Aston 2010), and by the Whittlewood Project in Northamptonshire and
Buckinghamshire in the early 2000s (Jones and Page 2007) and has been used extenst&linby A
their HEFA [Higher Education Field Academy] programme and in community excavations within East
Anglia since 2005 (Lewis and Ranson 2011, 14).

TestLIAGGAY 3 A& 023G STFFSOGADS FLIINRFOK GKFG |
potential archaeology. It is a methodology particularly waelited to local community participation,

as it is easily implemented and completed within a short period (usually two days). This allows
volunteers to experience the full archaeological process fdesurfing to recording. The simplified

nature of the archaeological process, within a small area, means that training can be delivered within

a short timeperiod and supplemented during the excavation process. The small working area also
means thatlarge areas of complex features will not be exposedo are suitable for novices.
Furthermore, it creates little mess, causing minimal disruption to site own€@nmunity
AYy@2t @SYSy G faz2 AYLNR@®Sa GKS O2YYdzyAlcoth gl
environment (Wrathmell 2012, 265).
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6.2. Test Pit Locations

Test pit locations were based upon the constraints of access and consent and were limited to the
core and immediate environs of Bromborough village. Twaetyen test pits were excavated in the
2013 season. A further twenithree were excavated in the 2014 season, bringing the total to fifty.
These latter test pits were sited to target those areas poorly represented by the coverage of the 2013

test pits. Test pit bcations are shown iRigure4.

6.3. Excavation Methods
A member of the Big Heritage team supervised each tesipit a group of at least 3 volunteers.
+2fdzyGSSNB 6SNB 3IABSy | OO0 SHhth:/vided.coim/KO81529) ehad U 2

handbook prior to excavation, which was also available throughout the excavation process.

Additional support and training was provided by Big Heritage supervisors throughout the test pitting
process. These covered the excavation and recording process, artefact identification and health and
safety instructionsParticipants were then divided into teams with a mixture of adults and children,
where possible. Each team was provided with a test pjitvikihich comprised all of the equipment

they would need for the test pit, recording information specific to their site and standardqoroa

recording sheets, on which all excavation data was entered.

The test pits excavated throughout the Discoveringnidsorough project followed the standard

procedure outlined below, unless otherwise stated

7 A 1x1m square was marked out with string and pegs (unless otherwise stated)

1 Turf, if present, was removed in squares using spades.

1 The test pits were excavated insaries of 20cm spits to provide a guideline for inexperienced
volunteers. The 20cm spits are used as a safeguard to prevent volunteers digging holes and all
test pits were monitored by a member of Big Heritage staff who will record changes in contexts
as hey present in the trench. This process was undertaken to a maximum depth of 1.2m
(although occasional small sondages were excavated to test the depth of the final context) but
often the natural was present before this defidee Figte 99for collated inbrmation about test
pit depth).

1 Each context was recorded using ffa2 NY' I aKSSiad ¢KSasS 6SNBE LINA

deposit had its composition, inclusions, compaction, colour, thickness and extent (where known),

15
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proportion excavated, method ofxeavation, condition of excavation, stratigraphic relationship
and associated finds recorded. This was accompanied by an interpretation and photographic
record.

1 Cut features, if encountered, were excavated sequentially. They had their own recording sheet
and were also drawn in plan at a scale of 1:20 where appropriate.

1 Masonry walls, if encountered, were carefully cleaned, recorded anéhlsftu

1 Deposits were assessed for their paleoenvironmental potential. No deposits required sampling.

1 A member of Bj Heritage inspected each tegit before it was closed down. A small sondage was
occasionally excavated within the bottom of the pit to examine whether or not natural had been
reached. Some test pits were stopped above natural or 1.2m on encounterirajuadgancient
or modern) which it was deemed inadvisable or impossible to remove, or had to finish at a level
above natural due to time constraints.

1 Once each test pit was completed, all recording forms were completed, photographs were taken
of the sectims and limit of excavation, plans and sections were drawn where necessary. The test
pit location was measureth using nearby features and hand tapes then noted on the OS map
supplied for each test pit.

1 Test pits were then backfilled and the turf replageehtly to restore the site.

6.4. Recording

Each context was recorded using gasma sheets (deposit/cut/masonry/groupach sheet has

been scanned and now forms part of the digital archive. A Context Catalogue and Test Pit Catalogue
were kept for ease of refence.Each sheet has been scanned and now forms part of the digital
archive.The context sheets were supplemented by photographs @mavings where appropriate.

Each has been digitised andrits part of the digital archive, accompanied by a photographic

database.

6.5. Onsite Finds Identification and Retention

Based on previous teglitting projects in the region the most common archaeologically significant

finds from test pit excavations in areas that are currently occupied are pottery, faunal material,

16



ceramic building material and metalwork. The upgayers, which commonly represent modern
deposits generally have the most material. This is normally modern materiat1p08), occasionally

mixed with earlier objects due to disturbance or random loss.

1 All il was screened for artefacts using sieves with a standard 6mm mesh, with the exception of
very heavy clay soils and all artefacts were retained during the excavation process.

1 Any finds that were believed to be of particular importance were recordedvieidally with a
dzy AljdzS WayYlff FAYRQ ydzYoSNI I yR NBO2NR®

1 All artefacts,excluding metal, slag, fabric and any other material deemed too delicate, were
washed and dried in preparation for analysis.

1 Artefacts were sorted into their material type i.e. ceranlithic, metal, plastic, glass etc. and
grouped by context.

1 Each material from each context was then counted, weighed and bagged with relevant
information noted on the bag and a Tyvek label, which was inserted into the bag. This was
repeated for each contéxXrom each trench.

1 Artefacts were then recorded by material and context using an Access Database.

1 Each material type was then dispatched for specialist analysis where appropriate.

1 A discard policy was agreed between Big Heritage and National Museumdaiv@mpor to
deposition of the archive. Modern metal, modern glass, slag and plastic were not retained but

were recorded in the digital and paper archive.

6.6. Dissemination and Archival Strategy
The archaeological records and finds have been retained by Bigdtefor analysis, reporting and
archiving. Upon completion, the project will be signposted on the OASIS website,

http://ads.ahds.ac.uk/project/oasisthe report submitted to the Merseyside Historic Eomment

Record [MHER] and digitally disseminated though the Archaeology Data Service [ADS]. A copy of this
report will also be available through the Big Heritage websitenvv{.bigheritage.co.uland project

blog digbrom.con).

The site archive will be deposited with the National Museums Liverpool. National Museums Liverpool
is the approved registered museum for the deposition of archaeological archives in Merseyside. As

excavation wa conducted over tw@easons,an accession number waenerated for each year of

17
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excavation. The accessioomber for the 2013 material is MOL.2013.104. The accession number for
the 2014 material is MOL.2015.9. The archive was compiled following guidelines supplied by National
Museums Liverpool (2010 and subsequently 2014).

6.7. Project Team

The fieldwork and post excavation processing was managed by the Big Heritage Project Manager,
Joanne Kirton, supported by Karen Gavin and Nathaniel Welsby. The report was writtearing
Kirtonwith contributions from Gary Duckers and Dean Patlustrationswere prepared by Joanne

Kirton. The finds reports have been written Bgul BlinkhornAlisonCrossleylouisa GidneyDavid

Higgins and lan Smith. The archive has been prepared by Joanne Kirton, Karen Gavin and Nathaniel

Welsby.

7. RESULTS

Below are the redts from each of thdifty test pits. The data for each test pit are discussed in this
sectionindividually listed in numerical order. Each entry includes a distribution map, table of bulk
finds and reflection on the material unearthed, inclagithe small finds. Synthesis of the data from

all the test pits follows in the next section.
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Figure 4: Test Pit Distribution
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